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XII. Metalloskopie uni) Metallotherapie. Von Prof. Dr. 
Eulenburg in Greifswald. (Reprint from the Wiener 
mediz. Presse.) 

I. As a general rule we are not unqualifiedly prepossessed 
with the average work or publication on personal hygiene: there 
is too much of a certain kind of quackery associated in our 
mind with this kind of literature. The medical popularizer is 
so often only the advertiser of a nostrum or a system, that his 
credit with the regular profession is not, perhaps, first-class — nor 
does it always deserve to be. But these remarks, in a notice of 
the present work, are made only for the purpose of saying that 
it is not to come under the ban of any a priori condemnation; 
that it belongs to a class of works that, so far as they go, may do 
much good to their readers, the laity, to whom they are especially 
addressed. It is a very legitimate contribution to popular sani¬ 
tary literature, and not in any proper sense a medical book. The 
author reviews in a rapid way the various periods of life, and 
the dangers that beset them, and makes it a sort of general 
hygienic guide-book, a manual of health for the individual. It 
does not go fully into details, it follows in this the safer course; 
but its advice is good, and stated in an attractive and readable 
manner. The physician ought not to require the information 
this volume contains; but it is one that he can safely recom¬ 
mend to his patients and friends. It is neatly and handsomely 
gotten up. 

II. This volume consists of some twelve lectures delivered at 
the Medical College of Ohio by the author, who holds the chair 
of physiology and clinical medicine in that institution. Though 
thus few in number, they are sufficiently comprehensive in their 
subjects, since they range over the whole field of biology, paleon¬ 
tology and evolution, as well as some of the more purely physio¬ 
logical themes. Dr. Whittaker is fqlly in accord with the most 
advanced theories, and accepts them with somewhat less reserve 
than we should ourselves. An evidence of his tendencies is 
shown in some of his references, such as that to Carl Vogt, 
where he calls him “ one of the most profound philosophers of 
his day.” We cannot, however, justly disparage in any degree 
his book ; it contains nothing that a medical man ought not to 
know, but we are of the opinion that few obtain all its informa¬ 
tion during their undergraduate course in the lecture-room. As 
an introduction to the study of physiology it is the most com¬ 
prehensive we have yet seen in so small a compass, and one of 
the most attractively written. Dr. Whittaker is evidently well 
up in his subject, and if the following lectures in the regular 
course are in any way as full and valuable as these, the stu¬ 
dents at the Ohio Medical College are especially favored—pro¬ 
vided, always, that their preparatory training has been equal to 
the demands of this preliminary course. The book is well worth 
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reading, not only by the medical student, but also by the practi¬ 
tioner and the cultivated layman. 

III. This is the rcpublication of the second edition of an 
English work of considerable value. It consists mainly of a 
discussion of numerous clinical histories illustrating the effects 
of mechanical and physiological rest in the treatment of various 
surgical and other disorders, many of them of decided interest, 
though they are hardly, in all cases, discussed with reference to 
the latest information which we have on the physiology of the 
nervous system. It is a book that can often be consulted with 
profit by the practitioner, and contains a great deal of plain 
common sense applied to medical and surgical treatment. The 
wood-cuts, which, though not artistic, illustrate the text very 
fairly, and the typography, etc., are all that can be demanded 
for the very reasonable price at which this series is sold — one 
dollar a volume. 

IV. This, the second volume of Wm. Wood & Co.’s dollar 
series of medical books, is, like its predecessor, an American 
republication of an English work. It belongs to the general class 
of condensed manuals — almost too condensed, in fact, to be 
the sole text-book for the student in its department. Still, it 
may serve a very good purpose as a work of reference for the 
busy physician; for his purpose the quality of the contents of 
the work in some respects may atone for its quantitative defi¬ 
ciencies, which he can supply out of his own knowledge. And yet 
there are many features in this work which we like; among them 
we may mention its cosmopolitan character : the author having 
left Great Britain for one of its colonial dependencies is less limit- 
edly insular or European in his references, and, presumedly, in his 
reading, than are many of the Transatlantic writers. Though 
it is of no special advantage to an American physician to see 
his own countrymen freely quoted by a foreign writer, yet it is 
not so common as to be unpicasing to him. The remarks on 
treatment, also, are generally very sensible and practical. 

Among its deficiencies we notice nothing is said in regard to 
cerebro-spinal meningitis, cholera infantum as a special variety 
of gastro-intestinal disorder, and of various surgical and congen¬ 
ital conditions in children that are frequently met with and must 
be attended to by the practitioner. What is given is generally 
so well stated that the regret for the omissions is increased. The 
therapeutic hints and formulary at the end of the work will un¬ 
doubtedly be of use to many of its readers. 

In conclusion we can honestly recommend the book, not as a 
comprehensive and complete treatise on the diseases of children, 
but as, what the author states was his intention to make it, a 
handy book of reference to the student and practitioner. 

V. These little volumes are not intended for the physician, but 
for the general public, to whom they ought to be of much value. 
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Each primer is written by a medical man specially fitted to speak 
upon the subject ; the list of editors and contributors, including 
as it does such names as Crichton-Browne, Tilbury Fox, Sidney 
Ringer, Henry Power, and others, is such as to insure confidence 
that the little books are none of them open to the objections we 
have already alluded to as valid in the case of many popular 
sanitary publications. The American editions are neatly gotten 
up, and furnished at a price (forty cents! well within their value 
and the reach of every one to whom they are addressed. We 
shall notice some of them upon special subjects in other places, 
as they appear from time to time, and would bespeak for them 
the largest circulation. 

VI. This little book is a convenient pocket hand-book of the 
principal medical essential points of chemistry, arranged in the 
form of a catechism of questions and answers. For those who 
wish to have always at hand for convenient reference a memo¬ 
randum of chemical compatibilities and incompatibilities of 
drugs, and medical chemical tests, it will prove very useful. Its 
form and arrangement would, we should think, preclude its ever 
being used as a text-book, or even a convenience for “ cramming ” 
for examinations ; it is hardly complete enough for either of 
these uses, and therefore is almost or quite unobjectionable in 
those respects. In size it is hardly larger than the average 
pocket dose book, and oan be conveniently carried in a medicine 
case if so desired. 

VII. Dr. Borck’s little treatise on Fracture of the Femur con¬ 
sists of two parts: the first describes the author’s own method, 
and the second is a general review of the treatment of this acci¬ 
dent. Dr. Borck’s method consists in the use of a double in¬ 
clined plane, with traction on the thigh ; and the memoir as a 
whole may be considered as an argument in favor of this plan. 
It is issued to meet the demand for reprints of his original articles 
in the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, which form the 
substance of the volume. 

VIII. New Theories of the Great Physical Forces is a rather 
ambitious attempt to account for the phenomena of the universe 
in a manner altogether different from that which has been ac¬ 
cepted by the scientific world generally. It is Dr. Rogers’ idea 
that all the forces of nature are really one, which he calls mag¬ 
netism, or, rather, vito-magnetism; and from this stand-point 
he attempts to account for all physical phenomena. The book 
is really only a statement of his views — not an argument in 
their favor; and as he or any one else has the privilege of hold¬ 
ing them at pleasure, perhaps no objection can be made to it. It 
will not convince any one except such as choose to follow the 
author’s authority. It is not possible for scientific men to take 
reasonable offense at the temper of the work; the apology in 
the prelace should iusure against such a feeling. 
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IX. Dr. Hammond’s paper, read before the Medical Society 
of the State of New York last February, is a plea for the better 
understanding on the part of the people in regard to insanity, 
and a protest against the exclusive claim made by asylum super¬ 
intendents that they are the only ones who understand the sub¬ 
ject and are entitled to speak upon it ex cathedra , and that this 
wisdom will die with them. He shows that the present condi¬ 
tion of public sentiment in regard to the care of the insane, and 
which has been largely brought about through the efforts of 
asylum physicians, is to a great extent erroneous, and that it 
tends in many ways to the public disadvantage. The ex¬ 
clusive treatment of the insane in large asylums leads to great 
public expenditures; the tendency of these asylums, under their 
present system of management, is too often in a direction alto¬ 
gether opposed to the most scientific and effective treatment of 
the disease. We shall have frequent occasion to allude to this 
subject. The question of asylum reform is one to which this 
journal is fully committed, and may include this paper else¬ 
where in a more extended notice. We commend it to the atten¬ 
tion of thoughtful members of the medical profession. 

X. This is a new edition of this very convenient abbreviated 
hand-book of skin diseases. The changes and additions are 
slight, being mainly in the remarks on classification, and a few 
other places. The index is also a useful addition, even in so 
small a volume as this. 

XI. The fifth number of Dr. Duhring’s atlas of skin dis¬ 
eases is fully up to its predecessors in artistic and literary merit. 
The affections described and figured are scabies, herpes zoster, 
tinea sycosis and eczema (vesiculosum). The only general re¬ 
mark we will make about it is, that it appears to us to be the 
finest and most useful work of its kind that we have ever seen. 

XII. In this very critical article Dr. Eulenburg reviews the 
different statements and reports on metalloscopy, chiefly by 
French observers. His own experiments on the galvanic cur¬ 
rents produced by contact of metals with the human skin are 
detailed; but he admits that they afford no clue for the solution 
of the different problems. On the whole, he cautions against 
both unjust scepticism and hasty belief, occupying himself a 
stand-point of critical expectation. 



